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Save the Date - June 7 - 9 for the MBA Summer Meeting
And Ranch Tour in and Around Polson, Montana!

The date is set and the 2020 MBA/WBA Summer Conference
is well in the works. Our meeting is set for June 7th-9th in
Polson, MT. We have two separate ranch tours set, a visit to
the National Bison Range, several awesome speakers to
educate and entertain us, and numerous additional fun
activities we are planning! Registration and a final agenda
coming soon!
Hotel accommodations are available at the Red Lion Hotel.
Please contact the hotel at (406) 872-2200. Room rates will be $125+tax. Please
reference the Montana Bison Association when calling. Additionally, the local KOA
is also offering accommodations for our members. Please mention the Montana
Bison Association for a 10% discount. You will be able to book directly online on
their website, www.polsonkoa.com, or they can call the office at 406-883-2151.
The KOA will have full hookup sites that range from $64.80 to 86.40 a night
including the tax. Water & electric sites would be $57.24 a night including tax. Tent
sites would be $57.24 a night including tax. All rates quoted are for two
people. Deluxe cabins that sleep 6 ppl and are fully equipped are $145.80/night
including tax and rustic cabins are $91.80/night.

Learn More Here

President's Corner - Julia Arnold
Greetings from North Central Montana. Spring
feels like it will arrive quickly and I can hardly
wait! We had most of our snow much earlier this
winter, so keeping our fingers crossed spring
arrives with more moisture. As the calves are
within months of arriving, I am once again
renewed to be involved in such a great industry
and excited to work with the current Board as

the year evolves.
The Board has had the opportunity to meet twice
since the Winter Meeting. We have waded
through numerous topics and numerous opinions
and will continue to work on matters such as
MBA strategic planning, the present website and
possible improvements, Summer Conference
details, and MT Bison Marketing ideas. Without a
doubt as the year progresses, we will continue to
share our progress.
Most pressing presently is the upcoming
Summer Conference to be held in conjunction
with the Western Bison Association. The meeting
will be held June 7th-9th in the Polson, MT area.
We have included information on hotel and
camping reservations and will send additional
information through emails this spring to keep
you updated on the details. We have two ranch
tours planned, a trip to the National Bison
Range, great food, dynamic speakers and much
more to educate and entertain us while visiting.
I spent a short week in January at the National
Bison Association meetings in Denver, CO. If you
have never taken the time to participate in this
Conference, I encourage you to take the
opportunity in the near future. It amazes me the
variety and knowledge of presenters. Of the
number of workshops I was able to attend, I was
most encouraged with the information shared
during the ‘Tales of the Front Line’ presentationthe Commercial Marketers Update. Campbell
Burgess (Southwest Bison), Joseph Degreenia
(USDA Foreign Ag. Service), Bob Dineen (Rocky
Mtn. Natural Meats), Tim Mitchell (Broadleaf
Specialty & Game Meats) and Jim Wells (North
American Bison, LLC) spoke for 1.5 hours on the
state of today’s market. Leaving this discussion,
I felt confident as a producer that the market
continues to be solid, with continued growth
potential. All attributed the decreased price on
the rail with the loss of the by-product market.
Additionally, Mr. Degreenia shared he is working
diligently to open the Mexican market to bison
meat sales. He felt within the next few months
this opportunity should present itself. Mr.
Degreenia and Dave Carter also shared the need
to broaden labeling to include ‘red meat
products’ as opposed to specifically addressing
beef imports when developing trade agreement
verbiage.
Please, please be aware that Bison producers are
being targeted by scammers. Several NBA
producers using the on-line sales have been
targeted. This is a great reminder to be diligent
in all your transactions. Additionally, please take
the time to read the Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement (Free Roaming
Bison). Whichever side of the fence you stand
on, I feel this will be hurtle the MBA will need to
tackle in the near future.A quick search of the

opinion columns of your local newspapers
certainly emphasize the State is divided in its
opinions on this topic.
Well, as spring nears, please don’t hesitate to
send pictures of your young calves so we can
have them posted on the Facebook page.
Nothing better to generate interest in our
Association and industry than a great picture.
Wishing you all the best for a green, moisture
filled season. See you in Polson for the Summer
Conference (June 7 th-9th).

Meet Your New MBA President, Julia Arnold - Outlaw
Livestock - Conrad, MT
At the January Winter Meeting, Julia Arnold was
unanimously nominated to the presidency of the MBA.
The association is fortunate to have this smart, talented
longtime Montana producer as leader of this fine
organization.
Julia runs Outlaw Livestock bison ranch out of Conrad, MT
with her husband, Tobin, and son, Teagen. Julia's focus is
on the producer, as she says in her own words, "If we
don't represent ourselves, we will be lost in the
conversation of bison in Montana." Julia has already
served on the MBA board for the past five years as a
director and treasurer. Julia is also a elementary Special
Education teacher in Conrad. She holds degrees in
Biology, Broadfield Science Education and Special
Education. She also serves on the local Fair Board and does bead work as a hobby.
Please welcome Julia and let her know of any MBA concerns you may have by
emailing her at jarnoldmt@gmail.com.

2020 Montana Bison Association Board of Directors
President: Julia Arnold - Outlaw Livestock - Conrad, MT - 406-899-1611 tjwilsall@yahoo.com
Vice President: Matt Skoglund - North Bridger Bison - Wilsall, MT - 406-223-1950
- matt@northbridgerbison.com
Treasurer: Craig Denney - DDC Ranch - Park City, MT - 406-633-2743 montanabuffalousa@hotmail.com
Secretary: Candis Westre - Bitterroot Bison Co.- Missoula, MT - 406.531.5352 candywestre@yahoo.com
Director: Jennifer Olsson- Montana Bison Fashion & Furs - Bozeman, MT - 406539-8252 - jo@mtbison.com

Director: Jonathon Sepp - Roam Free Ranch - Hot Springs, MT - 571-243-8057 info@goroamfree.com

Montana Bison Association Winter Meeting a Great
Success!
By Matt Skoglund
In early January, the MBA had an excellent
winter conference at the GranTree Hotel in
Bozeman. Great speakers, great food, and
great attendance – here are the highlights.
On Friday night, Dr. Eric Liska, the Brucellosis
Program Veterinarian for the Montana
Department of Livestock, gave a great
presentation with a variety of updates from
the DOL on what’s happening in Montana. He
covered a wide range of topics, and he
answered many questions from the audience.
It was very informative, and Dr. Liska was
incredibly generous with his time and
willingness to answer every question asked.
Saturday morning, Jon Sepp and Brittany
Masters of Roam Free gave a terrific
presentation on marketing. It was incredibly
valuable information. John Flocchini of the
Durham Ranch then gave an overview of the
current state of the bison market. Another
superb presentation. The last presentation of
the morning was from Alex Evans of the
Prospera Business Network. Alex provided lots
of helpful financial and business informationon
loans, financial management, etc.
Following a delicious bison tacos lunch, Jim
Matheson, Assistant Director for the National
Bison Association, gave a great update on the
NBA and the new apps that were just
developed and released. Dr. Dave Hunter from
Turner Enterprises then gave an informative
and entertaining presentation on bison health.
Professors Mark Quinn and Alan Goldhahn
from Montana State’s Veterinary Program then
talked about their work – and they
emphasized their interest and willingness to
collaborate with bison producers in Montana.
The afternoon ended with an amazing
presentation from two representatives from
the Montana Raptor Center. They talked all
about raptors in Montana – and brought a few
rescue birds with them, including a great
horned owl and a peregrine falcon. The
audience loved it! The MBA membership then
had their annual business meeting.
The conference wrapped up Saturday night
with a delicious dinner of Durham Ranch bison
steaks and a special keynote presentation by

Steve Rinella.
Steve is the host of the Netflix Original series
MeatEater and the top-ranked MeatEater
Podcast. He’s also the author of six books,
including American Buffalo: In Search of a
Lost Icon. He lives in Bozeman with his wife
and three young children. We were incredibly
lucky to have Steve speak to us Saturday
night.
Following dinner (and the sale of American
Buffalo books by the Country Bookshelf in
Bozeman that Steve happily signed), Steve
went into great detail about his love of bison
and his long journey of writing American
Buffalo. Steve did a ton of research for the
book and traveled widely. He told stories that
were fascinating, informative, interesting, and
sometimes hysterical. It was just an excellent,
excellent presentation, and we had several
non-MBA members purchase tickets for the
dinner and talk by Steve. It was a really
special night – and a great end to a great
conference!

Montana Raptor Conservation Center Visit MBA at Winter Meeting
By Jennifer Olsson
As bison ranchers, we are connected to
the land and well being of the animals
we manage. Likewise, the Montana
Raptor Conservation Center has been
promoting and educating the public on
the benefits and necessity of a healthy
raptor population, while rehabilitating
injured raptors since 1988.
Representatives, Teresa Aldrich,
and Loy Maierhauser presented and
handled, three raptors: Chaco, a
Swainson’s Hawk, Bu, a Great Horned
Owl, and Millie, a Peregrin Falcon. It
was explained to us that, raptors in the
wild indicate the ecological health of an
area. Birds of prey are predators at the
top of the food chain; they respond to
threats like pesticides, habitat loss, and
climate change. Researching the
population trends of raptors provides an
efficient means to detect environmental
change, and allows us to take
conservation action that is driven by the
latest scientific data. Raptors also play
an important ecological role by
controlling populations of rodents and
other small mammals. Additionally, we
learned that as hunters we can help out
raptor friends by using non-leaded
ammunition:

“Hunting is an important part of
Montana’s heritage. Hunters that use
non-lead ammunition carry on the
proud tradition of wildlife conservation
by preventing eagles, turkey vultures,
hawks, and other scavenging animals
from being exposed to lead; as well as
protecting human health. When a lead
rifle bullet strikes animal tissue, it
quickly expands and fragments into
minute particles. Studies using
radiographs show that numerous,
imperceptible, dust-sized particles of
lead can infect meat up to a foot and a
half away from the bullet wound. Nontoxic ammunition that is just as
effective and comparably priced as its
lead counterpart is available from
various arms manufacturers.”
We want to thank, The Montana
Rapture Center, for their presentation.
The raptures were impressive! If you
find an injured rapture, or you want to
know more about MRCC, visit their
website: https://montanaraptor.org

FWP releases final environmental impact statement on
bison restoration on Montana's public lands
From The Billings Gazette
Eight years, two gubernatorial elections
and under the leadership of a new
director, Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks released its environmental impact
statement on bison conservation and
management Tuesday.
The release of the document was a
reason for celebration among
conservation advocates who have long
promoted returning bison to Montana
public lands.
“People of goodwill can move this effort
forward,” said Tom France, regional
executive director of the National
Wildlife Federation.
Yet many Montanans — namely those
with agricultural interests — have
attempted through the Legislature and
at the county level to block bison from
ever being restored to public lands in
the state.

“For landowners in Montana I think
bison are a nonstarter,” said Chuck
Denowh, who has represented United
Property Owners of Montana.
Emphasizing the ideological divide, the
livestock industry and UPOM has even
attempted to hamstring the private
group American Prairie Reserve in
eastern Montana as it pursues the goal
of restoring bison to ranch lands it has
purchased, as well as Bureau of Land
Management acreage where APR holds
grazing leases. Those bison are
classified as livestock, as are other
herds raised on ranches in the state.
Denowh and his associates have taken
their stance out of the belief that bison,
unlike other wildlife, have a greater
potential to destroy property and are
"known vectors for disease
transmission." The only way for FWP to
establish a wild bison herd in the state
will be to “cram it down people’s
throats,” he added.
That won’t happen, according to FWP
director Martha Williams.
“Wild bison have been successfully
restored under a variety of
management regimes and in a wide
range of ecosystems,” she said in a
press release. “But in order for a
proposal to proceed in Montana, it must
be devised collaboratively, taking into
account the concerns of landowners and
communities small and large, and it
should follow the model of other
successful wildlife restoration efforts.”
“Any concrete proposal for bison
restoration will have to undergo a sitespecific environmental analysis and
include a public review process,” FWP’s
press release stated. “Completion of all
the steps necessary to implement a
bison restoration effort will take
considerable time, even for the smallest
of test projects.”
Such statements are heartening to the
Montana Stockgrowers Association,
according to Jay Bodner, executive
director of the group. Keeping the
process transparent and open to local
people is of utmost importance to the
group, he said, along with no
recommendation of sites.
“This plan creates a transparent, open
public process that takes into account
landowners, county officials, hunters

and all Montanans,” said Dave
Chadwick, MWF executive director, in
an emailed statement. “This is how
we’ve solved numerous difficult wildlife
issues in Montana, and it’s worked well
and can for bison as well to ensure that
everyone’s interests are met.”
One of the most likely places bison
reintroduction could occur is the 1.1
million-acre Charles M. Russell National
Wildlife Refuge, in central Montana,
along the Missouri River, according to
France. Managed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the CMR has in the
past indicated a willingness to discuss
bison reintroduction but only with state
support. Whether that initiative has
vanished with new leadership at the
national level under the Trump
Administration is unknown.
“There’s a lot of grassland habitat there
that doesn’t have grazing on it,” France
said, calling the CMR “one of the preeminent places for restoring bison in
Montana.”
Bodner, of the stockgrowers group,
sees the CMR differently, noting that
tough weather and the narrow
landscape could possibly push bison
onto adjoining private lands.
Another option being promoted by the
Blackfeet Tribe and Defenders of Wildlife
is allowing the tribe's herd to wander
from the reservation in northwest
Montana onto adjoining national forest
lands, according to Chamois Andersen,
of the Defenders.
A migrating bison herd along the spine
of the northern Rocky Mountains could
also move into nearby Glacier National
Park and Canada's adjoining wildlands.
"We think that has the makings of a
solid proposal to the (Fish and Wildlife)
Commission," she said. "The animals
are on the ground, and what we're
talking about is a connected landscape."
Continue Reading

The problem of precedent: National Bison Range transfer
sparks opposition and concern
From the Bozeman Daily Chronicle
A proposal by U.S. Sen. Steve Daines to convey the National Bison Range to the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai tribes has generated a mixture of excitement,
concern, and outright opposition in Montana.
The provision, included in a broader bill settling the historic water rights claims of
the CSKT, would restore the 18,800-acre range to federal trust ownership on
behalf of the CSKT and transfer management of the range from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service to the tribes. According to CSKT tribal attorney Brian Upton, the
return of the bison range to the tribes was first pitched by FWS several years ago
following a number of unsuccessful attempts to re-establish a co-management
agreement — a history Upton described as “difficult and a bit of a roller coaster.”
“That’s certainly not anything we had asked for before the service raised it,” Upton
said of the conveyance. “But it’s clearly an elegant solution to everything, and all it
does is restore the bison range to its status before the federal government took it
from the tribes.”
FWS had abandoned the idea in April 2017 at the behest of then-Interior Secretary
Ryan Zinke, who cited his commitment to not transfer or sell federal land. But
nearly two dozen tribal and conservation organizations have since rallied behind a
push for bison range restoration legislation, arguing that such a move would
correct a century-old injustice and enhance the cultural and ecological significance
of the roughly 300 bison that roam the range. John Todd, deputy director of the
Montana Wilderness Association, told Montana Free Press that his organization’s
support for Daines’ proposal is grounded in awareness that contemporary public
access to public lands is a direct result of the forced removal of tribal peoples
throughout the West.
“It corrects an injustice of the range being taken away from them a long time ago,”
Todd said, “and it really gives the tribes the opportunity to incorporate the bison
range into a really rich fabric of conservation that they have there on the
reservation.”
The bison conservation movement has deep roots on the Flathead Indian
Reservation, dating to the tribes’ establishment of a free-ranging herd in the

1870s. The National Bison Range itself was born in 1908 when the federal
government appropriated reservation land for the creation of one of the nation’s
first national wildlife refuges — an appropriation that Daines’ bill acknowledges was
effected without the tribes’ consent.
Continue Reading

Welcome These New and Lifetime Members to the
Montana Bison Association!
Welcome New Members:
-Jeanie Engelke &Ty Stubblefield
Wild Bison Ranch
Florence, MT
-Alan & Victoria Oborny
Deep Creek Ranch
Choteau, MT
-Melinda & Adam Anakalea, Brad Pierce
Harlow Ranch
Thompson Falls, MT
-Susan Meier
Little Fork Ranch
Conner, MT
New Lifetime Members
-John & Gaylynn Flocchini
Durham Ranch
Gillette, WY
-Snowcrest Ranch
Turner Enterprises, Inc.
Alder, MT
-Jeanie Engelke &Ty Stubblefield
Wild Bison Ranch
Florence, MT

Perlmutter, Long Introduce Bipartisan Bill to Stop
Deceptively Labeled Water Buffalo
From the National Bison Association

Washington, D.C. -- U.S. Reps. Ed Perlmutter (D-CO)
and Billy Long (R-MO) today introduced the Truth in
Buffalo Labeling Act, which would stop water buffalo
meat and food products from being marketed in a
manner leading consumers to believe they are
purchasing North American bison.
“Americans have long associated the term ‘buffalo’
with American bison. Some companies are now

importing water buffalo meat and ingredients and
labeling it only as ‘buffalo’ which can mislead
consumers,” said Rep. Perlmutter. “The Truth in
Buffalo Labeling Act will halt that deceptive practice
and protect consumers and ranchers alike.”
“The American public has the right to know exactly
what is in the products that they’re purchasing. Many
Americans associate the term ‘buffalo’ with American
bison, and for far too long companies have exploited
this misconception,” said Rep. Long. “The Truth in
Buffalo Labeling Act will protect consumers and
ranchers by prevent companies from using generic
terms that are intended to mislead consumers.”
Bison and water buffalo are two different species.
The Asian water buffalo originates in southern Asia,
is adapted to hot and humid climates, and has been
domesticated for nearly 5,000 years. Conversely, the
bison is indigenous to North America, well adapted
for colder, drier climates, and are still considered
undomesticated.
Specifically, the bill amends Section 403 of the
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act to require any
products from the genus Bubalus be labeled as
“water buffalo” in the U.S. marketplace and products
from the genus Bison to be labeled as “bison” or
“buffalo”. By providing clarification to consumers, the
legislation will reduce the number of mislabeled
products on the market, meeting consumer
expectations and ensuring food safety.
Dave Carter, Executive Director of the Coloradobased National Bison Association, thanked Reps.
Perlmutter and Long for introducing the legislation,
saying, “American bison ranchers established a
relationship with our customers that is based upon
the quality of our meat, and the manner in which we
raise our bison. Mislabeled water buffalo products in
the marketplace threaten to undermine that
relationship.”
This is the companion bill to S.2479 introduced in the
Senate in September 2019 by U.S. Sens. John
Hoeven (R-ND) and Michael Bennet (D-CO), which is
currently under review in the Senate Committee on
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions.
The legislation has been endorsed by the National
Bison Association, the InterTribal Buffalo Council, the
American Farm Bureau Federation, the National
Farmers Union, R-CALF USA, and the National
Sustainable Agriculture Coalition.

Bison Live Sale Averages
Please note, these are class averages (weight avg/price avg) from select bison
auctions compiled by the National Bison Association. Please send inquiries to
info@bisoncentral.com.
Kansas Buffalo Association Annual Production Sale - December 7, 2019
Bull Calves - Avg. price - $795 Avg. Weight - 368 lbs.
Heifer Calves - Avg. price - $658 Avg. Weight - 351 lbs.

Yearling Bulls - Avg. price - $1,153 Avg. Weight - 663 lbs.
Bred Heifers- Avg. price - $1,169 Avg. Weight - 952 lbs.
Western Bison Assoc. Buffalo Stampede Show and Sale - December 7, 2019
Bull Calves - Avg. price - $801 Avg. Weight - 442 lbs.
Heifer Calves - Avg. price - $800 Avg. Weight - 422 lbs.
Yearling Bulls- Avg. price - $1,650 Avg. Weight - 904 lbs.
Yearling Heifers - Avg. price - $1168 Avg. Weight - 688 lbs.
Turner Bison Exchange - Prairie Performance Auction - January 4, 2020
Two Year Old Bred Heifers - Avg. price - $3263 Avg. Weight - 943 lbs.
Yearling Heifers - Avg. price - $1,405 Avg. Weight - 695 lbs.
Yearling Bulls- Avg. price - $2,550 Avg. Weight - 788 lbs.
Two Year Old Bulls - Avg. price - $7,183 Avg. Weight - 1,056 lbs.
National Bison Association Gold Trophy Show and Sale - January 25, 2020
Bull Calves - Avg. price - $2,205 Avg. Weight - 564 lbs.
Yearling Bulls - Avg. price - $6,069 Avg. Weight - 1,200 lbs.
Yearling Heifers - Avg. price - $2,607 Avg. Weight - 903 lbs.
2 Year-old Bulls - Avg. price - $7,341 Avg. Weight - 1,627 lbs.
Dakota Territory Buffalo Assoc. Performance Show and Sale - February 8, 2020
Yearling Bulls- Avg. price - $7,102 Avg. Weight - 1,231 lbs.
Yearling Heifers - Avg. price - $3,858 Avg. Weight - 895 lbs.

Bison Calendar of Events
Please note, several bison events in March and April have been
postponed/canceled due to the COVID-19 situation.
6/7/2020 - Montana/Western Bison Association Summer Meeting - MT
6/21/2020 - National Bison Summer Conference - Cheyenne, WY
See more bison events here.
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